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LIFE IN THE CRISIS SOCIETY...

» 2001: Terrorist attacks in the US

« 2008: Financial crisis hits Denmark

« 2010: Eyafjallajokull erupts in Iceland
» 2011: Terrorist attack in Norway

» 2015: Terrorist attack in Copenhagen
« 2015: Migration crisis

« 2020-2022: COVID-19 pandemic

» 2021: Evacuation from Kabul

« 2022: Russian attack on Ukraine

« 2022: Monkeypox in Denmark

» 2022: Nord Stream sabotage .

« 2022: Energy- and supply crisis gjaf;egrﬁ?ng%ge\%_m
« 2023: Spyships in Danish waters (Forsvarsgalleriet)

« 2024: Cyber attacks in Denmark

o 2030: ???7??7?7? Nord Stream sabotage, Baltic Sea,

o 2050: ???7??????7 September 2022
(Forsvarsgalleriet)
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SOCIETAL SECURITY ON THE AGENDA

Security policy/national security
IS about securing the state

Societal security
IS about securing society

- against actor-driven as well as
non actor-driven threats

The Danish Government’s Security s
Policy Analysis Group, SEP 2022
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THERE ARE NO NATURAL DISASTERS!

The progression of vulnerability
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DEFINING SOCIETAL SECURITY

Societal security comprises the ability of a society to
sustain vital societal functions and secure its
population’s life, health, needs and basic values
under extraordinary stresses, known as crises.

(NordForsk 2013)
: Contingenc isi :
Prevention gency Gtk Learning
planning management
Information Legislation Risk analysis Exercises Events LI/LL Education

s Societal cohesion
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FROM RISK TO RESILIENCE
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TAKING A WHOLE-OF-SOCIETY APPROACH

State level

Strategizing
Regional Security policy

Authorities

Civilian Military
Local
Coordinating
Civil society Private sector
Organizations External
frameworks
Security culture
Emerging
Citizens
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WHAT IS A SOCIETAL SECURITY STRATEGY?

ASSUMP- MEANS

TIONS

RISKS

ENDS

WAYS

Priorities Approach Mandgte Vulnerabilities
Knowledge Ambitions Policy Fund[ng Threats
Research Obligations System Oversight Unknowns

S— -

g SOCIETAL SECURITY STRATEGY
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LIMINAL / HYBRID / GREYZONE THREATS

Overt

flict
Response threshold contt

Responsethreshold = AL o . .

Ambiguous action =
3
[operation and sponsor suspected but unproven] S
Attribution threshold =
g
Covert operations ®
Detection threshold [operation is detected, sponsor is unknown] v
Clandestine activity

[existence of operation and identity of sponsor are both unknown]
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Kilcullen, D., 2019. The Evolution of Unconventional
Warfare. Scandinavian Journal of Military Studies, 2(1), p.61-71. Nr.9 28.05.2024
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LESSONS FROM COVID-19 IN THE NORDICS

WP1: Before COVID-19 (SE)
How was the sector responsibility principle
developed and implemented in DK, NO og SE?

WP2: During COVID-19 (DK)
How was the sector responsibility principle
transformed in DK, NO og SE during COVID-19?

WP3: After COVID-19 (NO)
What lessons are being learned in DK, NO og SE
from COVID-19 regarding sectorial responsibility?

RESECTOR: Reintrepreting Sectorial Responsibility in Nordic Crisis Management after COVID-19
Budget: Approximately 9 mio. NOK from NordForsk Societal Security Program for 2023-2026

Consortium: RDDC (lead), Nord University (NO) og Mid Sweden University (SE)
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NATO BASELINE REQUIREMENTS (2016)

The seven baseline requirements for resilience:

1) Assured continuity of government
2) Resilient energy supplies

3) Ability to deal with uncontrolled movement of people ™ " """
4) Resilient food and water ressources P ETS BRT RS
5) Ability to manage mass casualties

6) Res!l!ent civil communication systems https://www.altinget.dk/forsvar/artikel/forsker-vi-glemmer-ofte-at-
7) Resilient transport systems samfundssikkerhed-ogsaa-er-et-nato-krav

18. Denmark is broadly resilient and has a clear structure for civil preparedness, where

respnncihiliﬁnc ara rlearlv accinnad A niimher nf cartnr-enarcificr nrnArammece ara in nlara

and 1R The Nethearlande ie larnalv reciliant in tarme nf civil nrenaradnece and meate all the

be 18,
rel
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...AND HOW TO PREPARE FOR IT?

Optimism
A

> Time
Thanksgiving
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PANDORA - THE FORWARD LOOKING CELL

Exacerbation
Impact .+ The current situation
..°' intensifies

o* Reframing
o Something else happens
ot .+ (or has already happened)

IPTTL Y. . o Prolongation
o* Current situation persists

o* Fatiguing
o* Recovery is (too) slow

Now Time
Figure 4. Four trajectories of a crisis alternative to the standard trajectory.
avi»
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Rasmus Dahlberg,
Associate Professor, Ph.D.
Center for Societal Security

Royal Danish Defence College
Institute for Strategy og War Studies
Svanemgllen Barracks
Ryvangs Allé 1
DK-2100 Kgbenhavn @

rada@fak.dk
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